
Something so strong inside…

I first got wind of this incredible song “ Something So Strong In-

side…” after our Producer, Joanne Morris introduced me to Pastor

Kelvin Sauls and his famous church Holman United Methodist

Church (HUMC). We were seeking a venue to host our annual

JCWWP event. Joanne poignantly set the stage and introduced

Justin Carr. His story resonated so deeply with Pastor Sauls.

At the completion of the meeting, I asked Pastor Sauls if he wanted

any young members in his community to participate in our program?

He thought for a second. He said yes! He then pulled up this song on

the internet: “ Something So Strong inside”. He said we could get stu-

dents from the Children’s Defense Fund Freedom School to sing the

song. As we watched the video, the words and music silenced us and

brought tears to our eyes. We are grateful of the bond that has now

been formed between JCWWP and HUMC.

Alas, our event was named! “ The Ceeds of Peace: Something so

strong inside.” It was held on February 25, 2017.

Kcal 9 News interview before the event:

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/video/3623602-benefit-honors-

teen-who-died-suddenly-of-heart-condition/

Our guest speaker Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng is the Co-Founder of the

Ceeds of Peace (COP) Organization. COP encourages everyone to

teach children the Ceeds (Compassion, Courage, Collaboration,

Community, Critical Thinking and Conflict Resolution). COP instills

the importance of having a 360-degree approach to raising children

and how imperative it is to include parents, teachers, children and

the community in the process. Darrell and I are satisfied that we ac-

tually raised Justin with the “Ceeds”

You have to listen to this song:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcKoYGNj0BU

and read the following powerful words:

Something So Strong Inside

The higher you build your barriers

The taller I become

The further you take my rights away

The faster I will run

You can deny me, you can decide

To turn your face away

No matter ’cause there’s

Something inside so strong

I know that I can make it

Though you’re doing me wrong, so wrong

You thought that my pride was gone, oh no

There’s something inside so strong

Oh oh-oh-oh-oh-oh, something inside so strong

The more you refuse to hear my voice (ooh-weh ooh-weh ooh-weh

ooh-weh)

The louder I will sing

You hide behind walls of Jericho (ooh-weh ooh-weh ooh-weh ooh-

weh)

Your lies will come tumbling

Deny my place in time, you squander wealth that’s mine

My light will shine so brightly it will blind you

Because there’s

Something inside so strong

I know that I can make it

Though you’re doing me wrong, so wrong

You thought that my pride was gone, oh no

There’s something inside so strong

Oh oh-oh-oh-oh-oh, something inside so strong

Brothers and sisters, when they insist we’re just not good enough

Well we know better, just look him in his eyes and say

We’re gonna do it anyway, we’re gonna do it anyway

We’re gonna do it anyway, we’re gonna do it anyway

Because there’s

Something inside so strong

I know that I can make it

Though you’re doing me wrong, so wrong

You thought that my pride was gone, oh no, oh no

There’s something inside so strong

Something inside so strong

I know that I can make it

Though you’re doing me wrong, so wrong

You thought that my pride was gone, oh no, oh no

There’s something inside so strong

Oh oh-oh-oh-oh-oh, something inside so strong

(Oh oh oh) oh oh-oh-oh-oh-oh, something inside so strong

Oh oh-oh-oh-oh, something inside so strong

Writer: LABI SIFFRE Copyright: Lyrics © Universal Music

CBS 2 News just aired a segment of their interview with Maya.

Pat Harvey and Producer Ray Bell got a chance to meet this wonder-

ful peace builder.

Click on the link below to see the interviewed that aired today on

CBS2 LA.

http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/video/category/news/3636360-half-

sister-of-barack-obama-touts-message-of-nonviolence/

Maya graced our program with her words of intellectual and spiritu-

al wisdom. She shared her thoughts on how to be peace builders. She

said: “Justin was a transformative leader, she learned about grass-

roots community organizing from her brother and her mother

taught them how to be intellectually and emotionally brave.”

Her book “ Ladder to the Moon” was inspired by the legacy of her

own Mother, Ann Dunham. It is a magical tale that sings with the

love that bonds a family together through generations. The artwork

reminds us that loved ones lost are always with us and that some-

times we need only to look at the moon and remember.”

This is what Maya said about Justin’s Art:

Justin Carr Wants World Peace Art with Dr…

Art is Eternal…It lasts forever!!

“Happy to See the Sun Come Up, Happy to See the

Sun Go Down”

She also said that it is important to remember those who have

passed. Their spirits linger and impact us greatly and move us.”

We will bravely remember Justin every day- it’s just something so

strong inside…

Angie Daves Moving to the Beat of JCWWP

THE EVENT & THE FOUNDATION

1). Sister station CBS2 did an Emmy-winning news story on Justin in

2013, when the Foundation was first established, this is also a fol-

low-up to that piece on where they are 4 years later — now holding

the benefit in a nearly 1,000 seat historic church with President

Obama’s sister, Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng as the keynote speaker.

2). The Foundation was established in 2013 by Susan and Darrell

Carr, when their only child and son, Justin, died from an undetected

heart ailment, hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM), while in swim

practice for his Harvard-Westlake Swim Team, and now supports at-

risk/under-served youth in the arts & tutoring programs, and enrich-

ment scholarships, as well as an HCM/heart awareness campaign.

FEBRUARY – BLACK HISTORY MONTH CONNECTION

February is Black History Month, and this one special benefit next

Saturday connects 3 historic milestones:

1). It takes place at Holman United Methodist Church, only 1 of two

churches in Los Angeles that Dr. Martin Luther King spoke at only

weeks before his fateful trip to Memphis in 1968

2). Holman UMC is also the church home of civil rights legend, Rev.

James Lawson, known as the architect of the non-violence protest

training for the civil rights movement. Actor-activist, Jesse Williams,

depicted him in the award-winning film The Butler.

3). The keynote speaker is peace advocate, Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng of

the acclaimed Matsunaga Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolu-

tion, she is also the sister of 2009 Nobel Peace Prize winner, and the

44  President of the U.S. Barack Obama, also the nation’s first Black

president.

FEBRUARY – HEART HEALTH MONTH CONNECTION

Because Justin died of hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM), anoth-

er large part of the Foundation’s work is their awareness campaign

for youth that may be suffering from HCM and isn’t aware.
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Thank you so much, Susan, this is a treasure! I was so disap-

pointed that I wasn’t able to see the program on TV (because

my new connection with Spectrum wasn’t working.) Now I’ll

always have this record of the constant expansion of Justin’s

work inspired by his life, values, arts, and especially his kind-

ness and vision of peace for this world.

The Ceeds of Peace memorial for Justin with the profound

speeches by you, Darrell, and Maya, as well as the celestial

singing, stirred hope and motivation to work for peace in

these troubled times. Thank you!!
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