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What Would Justin Do?

Everyone knows that my pattern of writing is not scheduled weekly,

daily or monthly. It is intermittent. When the feeling hits me I try and

put pen to paper. So, today is the day. Honestly, with the state of af-

fairs that our country is battling, I have been on edge for a few

months as I think about this pending question: “What would Justin

do? I think I was also triggered to write since I attended an event at

the Duarte, California Teen Center this past Saturday. It was a Unity

March and rally to promote peace and unity in the community. The

keynote speaker, Lois Gaston—a community leader— spoke about

Justin and his vision for peace. Through the tears, this event gave me

hope and reinforced the importance of ” Teaching our Children” in

the right direction as they watch us.

Initially, my mind was working on me to go, but my body was telling

me otherwise. I am glad that I went. After the march, I watched the

kids enter the park holding their peace signs high and donning tee

shirts in a rainbow of colors. Their message was the same: “You may

say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one.” Imagine All the People

Living Life in PEACE”

There was poetry,

dance, and songs

such as: Imagine,

What the World

Needs Now, The

Greatest Love of All,

Teach your Children.

If you ever listen to

the lyrics of these

songs, they all have

the same theme- love

and peace. They all

moved me to the

core. But when they

played “Man in the

Mirror,” I almost hit

the floor because of

the meaning of that

song as it relates to Justin…

Harvard-Westlake Choirs Tribute to Justin…

Justin’s school choir did a wonderful tribute to him a few months af-

ter he died.

This Election year would have been Justin’s first time voting.

Many of Justin’s friends constantly ask me a barrage of questions

and I gladly welcome them all. “What do you think Justin would be

saying about this election? Where do you think Justin would be go-

ing to college? What do you think his response would be to the “

Black Lives Matters Movement? What do you think he would handle

how the hatred and bullying that is at the center of this election?”

I was actually touched when one of Justin’s friends sent me a picture

of her. She was wearing Justin’s black Calvin Klein sweater (that I

gave her to fight off the east coast chill) to a unity rally on her cam-

pus. She said, “ Justin was with me today as we marched for peace!”

Being a part of the process- when Justin can’t –keeps me grounded

and connected and as I see and watch them grow, I can only visualize

what would be Justin’s thoughts and perspective on these issues

that plague our society.

Ceeds of Peace is a 360º approach to raising peace-building leaders.

We support and build bridges between families, community leaders

and educators to share resources and develop action plans to

strengthen our communities and improve our children’s lives.

Critical Thinking,

Courage, Compassion,

Conflict Resolution,

Commitment, Collab-

oration, Community…

Imagine if we were to

plant these “Ceeds of

Peace around children

and youth, and culti-

vate these skills in the adults who interact with them at home, in

schools, and in the community, wrapping them in the practice of

these skills every day?

After we spoke recently at a “Ceeds of Peace” http://www.ceedsof-

peace.com/ conference in Hawaii, I realized that Darrell and I did a

pretty good job of raising Justin. We taught him with all the “Ceeds”

and implanted in him as we raised and nurtured him. As I think back,

nothing is ever easy and we did not always have glorious days if you

know what I mean. But the critical and important values transferred.

I will never forget the story that one of

Justin’s dear friends shared with me that

she wrote about for her college essay.

Like a lot of Justin’s friends the after-

math of losing him, in a flash still, rocks

their minds to the core. However, I hon-

estly think that they are now living their

lives with purpose, following their

dreams, as they choose passion vs. pres-

tige, or as they change their majors to

Art History (their passion) vs. Finance

and Economic (their parents dream) or

choose to work with children, a nonprof-

it or for a social justice cause for their

life experience.

So ,Justin’s friend  Angie (who is of a multiracial background includ-

ing African American) volunteered to tutor math at the Justin Carr

Wants World Peace Saturday “ Dare 2 Dream” workshops.

On this particular day, she was

paired up with a young  African

American girl. Before she could

start the lesson, the girl looked

at the Angie a bit puzzled and

sideways and said innocently:

“Are you from the other side?

“(Meaning you are not black

why are you here?) She told me

that even though she was

shocked at the question, she had

to quickly think: “What would

Justin say?” It did not take long

for her to respond from the

heart and she said: “ No. I’m on the same side!”

So, I just went

through my picture

gallery and pulled out

these photos of

Justin. Every picture

tells a story.

Throughout his life,

he truly loved his life.

He was

on top of this world

as he embraced his

peers anywhere he

went- at the Montes-

sori School, the Epis-

copal School, the

Charter School, Pub-

lic School and the Pri-

vate School he at-

tended.

 

He had black, white,

brown and Asian friends.  He

had friends who had two moth-

ers, two dads, traditional and

nontraditional families, single

parents, biracial, immigrants,

Jewish, Catholic, Muslims, no

faith, Episcopal, Christians. It

really did not matter.

 

 

He had good friends that were

boys and girls. He re-

spected his elders.

He tried to resolve

conflicts. He helped

his friends and

stranger who needed

a hand. He was bul-

lied on a few occa-

sions and he got the

courage to stand up

to them too! He

loved his family,

which was made up

of cousins with

African American,

Filipina, Caucasian,

Brazilian, heritage. He was proud

of his country who was on top of

this world and thought his Ameri-

ca was great!

I have had butterflies in my stom-

ach for many months now and on

this election eve I just woke up

with thoughts on my mind. This

formative election goes beyond

political persuasion. The unfore-

seen aftermath will either piggy-

back on the values like the “Ceeds

of Peace” or destroy the core val-

ues that we should

be instilling in our

children who are the

future. So as I think

about “ What would

Justin do? And how

my baby would react

to this election, I am

proud to say that

Darrell and I taught

him the same way

that our parents

taught us and that

was to “ treat people

the way you want to

be treated. Don’t let

other people deter-

mine how you act.

And Just Do the

Right Thing!

Teach the Children

You who are on the

road

Must have a code that

you can live by

And so become yourself

Because the past is just a goodbye.

Teach your children well,

Their father’s hell did slowly go by,

And feed them on your dreams

The one they picks, the one you’ll

know by.

Don’t you ever ask them why, if they

told you, you will cry,

So just look at them and sigh

And know they love you.

And you, of tender years,

Can’t know the fears that your elders

grew by,

And so please help

them with your youth,

They seek the truth

before they can die.

Teach your parents

well,

Their children’s hell

will slowly go by,

And feed them on

your dreams

The one they picks,

the one you’ll know by.

Don’t you ever ask

them why, if they told

you, you will cry,

So just look at them

and sigh and know

they love you.

Songwriters: Graham

Nash

Teach Your Children

lyrics © Sony/ATV Mu-

sic Publishing LLC,

Spirit Music Group
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NOVEMBER 13, 2016 AT 6:02 AM

Since the election, I have experienced a wide array of emo-

tions. I grieve for the loss of what our country could have

been and worry about the prospects for more war in the fu-

ture. I can’t imagine the enormity of your loss of Justin, such a

bright light to all he encountered. I can only say that I’m sorry

for your loss and that I did not get a chance to meet him.

Through your words, both written and spoken, I am getting

to know your beautiful son and encourage my girls to do the

same by following your blog. Yes, you and Darrell did a won-

derful job with planting the Ceeds of Peace in Justin, but you

and his memory are planting forests, orchards and gardens. I

am so inspired by your work. Thank you for all that you do.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 AT 6:42 AM

Once again your words show your love for an absolutely

amazing son. Words formed so eloquently that they touch

your heart. Justin has left such a voluminous impact through

his love and care for so many people, young and old, no mat-

ter their ethnic background. Touching them to their core with

his kindness and thoughtfulness in such a way that he lives on

through them. I am thankful that I knew him. God bless you

and Darrell.

Always your friend,

Ray

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 11:26 PM

beautiful post Susan, I am so glad to have met you and Darrell

in person. I felt an immediate kinship with you as a mother

and believer in peace. each of your posts bring me closer to

Justin and all he was about. he inspires me to be a better per-

son and to do so for all those around me. much aloha. ps: ma-

halo for your participation with ceed of peace. xo

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 10:22 PM

Amazing how many lives Justin touched in his short life and

still continues to do so! Thanks for sharing, Susan.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 10:03 PM

And again, your words in Justin’s memory have reminded me

that it is in our hands to build our future. I will vote tomorrow

thinking of the good that he and our kids bring to the world.

Thank you Susan.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 9:04 PM

Susan your words are inspirational and heartfelt. A reflection

of your love for your son who is always with you and shared

glimpses of his presence in your heart and mind. Thank you

and many blessings.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 6:47 PM

Susan … Justin will live on because of all the people he affect-

ed during his too brief time on earth and because of the

thoughts and images you share with the rest of us. Thank you

for opening your heart. Xxx pepper

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 6:43 PM

Susan … every time you write about your beloved son and in-

clude photos that record his glorious life, he becomes clearer

to me. Justin was extraordinary and , because of all the peo-

ple he affected in his too, too brief life on earth, he will be re-

membered for years to come. Thank you for sharing your

heart with us .. xxx pepper

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 6:38 PM

Well………THAT was a drop the MIC moment!

Beautifully said, my sister. JUSTIN is SO PROUD of you.

Thanks for sharing the pictures………and what a wonderful

way to put ALL OF THIS MADNESS into perspective!

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 6:35 PM

Well………THAT was a drop the MIC moment!

Beautifully said, my sister. JUSTIN is SO PROUD of you.

Thanks for sharing the pictures………and what a wonderful

way to put ALL OF THIS MADNESS into perspective!

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 6:17 PM

Justin, a wonderfully defined product of his heritage and

parentage. Thank God for both.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 5:12 PM

You said it all – and with such grace. Justin would do right by

all of us. He always did.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 4:50 PM

“Butterflies in your stomach”…I think you have released them

to the universe just now, where they belong! You and your

words are beautiful. Thank you.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 4:45 PM

What a leader he was and would have been. His life is a les-

son for us all. When you write he is clearly on your shoulder.

Sending love and hope for tomorrow…

Harriet

 REPLY
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NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 4:44 PM

As always, a touching and heartfelt tribute to your beautiful

Justin. Thanks fir sharing your inner soul.

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 2:25 PM

Wow Susan. You swept me away. Love you and your memo-

ries of Justin. An amazing individual with so few years to be-

come so great. Certainly a well

Developed mind of wonderfulness

 REPLY

NOVEMBER 7, 2016 AT 1:37 PM

As always… deep, profound and so true! Well said sista…

much love

 REPLY
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